[Cardiovascular effects of a combination of vecuronium and low-dose fentanyl in atropinized and non-atropinized subjects].
The cardiovascular effects of the pharmacologic association of low-dose fentanyl (2 micrograms/kg) and vecuronium (120 micrograms/kg) have been studied in 38 ASA I and II atropinized and non-atropinized patients scheduled for abdominal surgery during induction of anaesthesia with thiopentone or propofol. Whatever the induction agent used, heart rate was consistently reduced in patients not receiving an anticholinergic drug, while it was unchanged in patients treated with atropine intravenously. In non-atropinized patients impressively lower minimum heart rates were observed during induction of anaesthesia with thiopentone. In this last group one patient suffered from a cardiac arrest resolved without sequelae. In patients treated with the association between vecuronium and low doses of fentanyl a pretreatment with atropine is always indicated. Propofol seems to be a better induction agent than thiopentone.